
  In Eudora Welty’s “A Worn Path”, the author uses symbolism, conflict, and character to tell an inspiring story. “A Worn Path” was motivated by a real-life moment in Eudora Welty’s life. This moment encouraged Welty to write a story of struggle and perseverance.
                In Eudora Welty’s “A Worn Path”, symbolism and character are one in the same.  The story is about an old woman named Phoenix Jackson who travels a rugged worn path to get medicine for her grandchild. The name Phoenix itself is symbolic, the Phoenix was a mythological creature; a sacred firebird that lived many years and would travel thousands of miles to Heliopolis, the sun city, to make a nest and die. The Phoenix would then burst into flames and from the ashes the phoenix would be revived.  There are many instances throughout the story that connect Phoenix Jackson with the mythological Phoenix. Her appearance near the beginning of the story for instance; “But a golden color ran underneath [her forehead], and the two knobs of her cheeks were illuminated by a yellow burning under the dark. Under her red rag her hair came down on her neck” (Welty 469-470). The colors used to describe Phoenix are golden, yellow, and red. These are also the colors used to describe the Phoenix.  Another apparent reference to the phoenix within the story is near the end of the story. “At last there came a flicker and then a flame of comprehension across her face” (Welty 476). This part references the rebirth of the Phoenix; she essentially comes back to life in a flame, just as the Phoenix does. Her journey itself is also symbolic of the Phoenix. When the Phoenix reaches a very old age, it takes a very long journey to be reborn. Phoenix Jackson is a very old woman as age is referenced many times through the story; “Her eyes were blue with age” (Welty 469), “’my senses is gone. I too old. I the oldest people I ever known’” (Welty 472). She’s old and on a very long journey to get medicine for her grandchild; a journey to protect a youth in her bloodline. Phoenix Jackson’s character is full of strength and perseverance. Her character is to be admired and inspirational.
                The main conflict in “A Worn Path” is of man vs. nature. Phoenix Jackson must travel this worn path, a path not necessarily fit for an old woman to be traveling. “’Out of my way, all you foxes, owls, beetles, jack rabbits, coons and wild animals! . . . Keep out from under these feet, little bobwhites’” (Welty 470). Phoenix struggles to push on; “The path ran up a hill. ‘Seem like there is chains about my feet, time I get this far’” (Welty 470). She struggles with nature and her old age. Phoenix also has conflict with man vs. society which could also be taken as man vs. man. The story takes place in a time after slavery, but racism is still abundant. We see are first signs of this racism as Phoenix comes across a white hunter. “[He] lifted his gun and pointed it at Phoenix. She stood straight and faced him. ‘Doesn’t the gun scare you?’ he said, still pointing it. ‘No, sir, I seen plenty go off closer by’” (Welty 474). Throughout the story Phoenix is addressed as Granny, or grandma, a name addressing her social position and not giving her respect enough to be called by her name. She’s also referred to as “a charity case” (Welty 475) as she enters the office to pick up the medicine. The conflicts in the story help show the strength and determination of Phoenix’s character.
                Strength and perseverance and tremendous qualities to have, but they are not easily obtained. Thriving in the face of opposition is not an easy task. You must learn to not let people or society hold you back from what you truly aspire.

