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What You Pawn I Will Redeem
Interpretive and escapist are two types of literature; escapist is written for entertainment while interpretive is written to make one think. Plot is that most simple element in stories which is simply what occurs in a story. Character analysis helps shed light on the character and its conflicts. Sherman Alexie conveys his story through literary terms such as plot and conflict in What You Pawn I Will Redeem.
Jackson Jackson, the main character, is a round and flat character, showing characteristics of both. Jackson’s conflict is internal conflict because he wants to save money to purchase his grandmother’s regalia from the pawnbroker, but he also wants to spend money on his fellow Indians and friends. For example, Jackson receives money throughout the story; “’I’m hoping, and I don’t know why I’m hoping it, but I hope you can turn thirty bucks into a thousand somehow.’ ‘I believe in magic.’ ‘I believe you’ll take my money and get drunk on it’” (Alexie 25). When he receives money, he always ends up spending it on alcohol and occasionally food, though he does share it with other Indians. Jackson is complex since he is generous with everybody, buying things for them, yet he steals from his friend to get more money. He is also a stereotypical homeless man; this claim can be seen by his actions in the story when he purchases liquor multiple times in the story. Jackson also is dynamic since he clearly changes because in the beginning he was just a homeless man with his friends trying to live day by day with nobody really paying attention to him, then at the end by stating that everybody stopped to watch him dance when towards the beginning he said he felt like he was disappearing. Jackson also clearly has conflict with man versus mother-nature and man versus man-made environment since he is homeless and a drunk. An example of man vs. mother-nature ;  “’I was cold and sleepy,’ I said. ‘So I lay down.’ ‘You dumb-ass, you passed out on the railroad tracks.’ I sat up and looked around. I was lying on the railroad tracks” (Alexie 21). Also he has a man vs. man-made environment conflict when he is too drunk to find somewhere to sleep; he lets himself lay on train tracks. Jackson also seems to have problems with society, mainly certain white people. “One day you have a home and the next you don’t, but I’m not going to tell you my particular reasons for being homeless, because it’s my secret story, and Indians have to work hard to keep secrets from hungry white folks” (Alexie 8). Jackson also has man versus man conflict with Honeyboy, who does come on to him at the bar, but he clearly states that he is not homosexual. “’You’re one of them two-spirits, aren’t you?’ I asked him. ‘I love women,’ he said. ‘And I love men’” (Alexie 19). Clearly Jackson Jackson’s main conflict throughout the story is to obtain his grandmother regalia, which is given to him by the pawnbroker after seeing how he worked hard to try and earn it, even if he did end up with only five dollars again. Jackson proved to be a round and flat character based on characteristics.
The Bartender in the story is a flat character. He does not have any internal conflict within the story but does have external conflict. The Bartender has a man vs. man conflict with Jackson, but it is resolved very quickly with him giving Jackson a little beating. “’It’s closing time. I don’t care where you go, but you’re not staying here.’ ‘You are an ungrateful bastard. I’ve been good to you.’ ‘You don’t leave right now, I’m going to kick your ass.’ ‘Come on, I know how to fight’” (Alexie 21). He is a stereotypical bartender with no real complexity; they just serve customers and deal with drunks. For example “’How much for whiskey shots?’ I asked the bartender, a fat white guy. ‘You want the bad stuff or the badder stuff?’ ‘As bad as you got.’ ‘One dollar a shot’” (Alexie 18). He is also static, staying the same throughout the story with no real change to say otherwise. He also doesn’t display man versus self, man versus mother-nature, and man versus physical environment conflicts. He does ,however have man versus society conflict since he works at a bar and has to deal with drunks. The bartender is flat since all characteristic he shows point to his flatness.
The Policeman is both rounded and flat; he shows a little bit of both characteristics. Officer Williams clearly shows internal conflict when he wants to give Jackson money, but he also doesn’t want too. He is clearly not stereotypical since the typical stereotype cop would have left Jackson at rehab and he didn’t. Officer Williams clearly shows signs of some complexity since he is both nice and a bad guy. He kicks Jackson in the beginning, then he realizes it was Jackson and begins to be nice to him. “’Listen to you, Jackson. You’re so smart. Why the hell are you on the street?’ ‘Give me a thousand dollars and I’ll tell you.’ ‘You bet I’d give you a thousand dollars if I knew you’d straighten up your life.’ He meant it. He was the second-best cop I’d ever known’” (Alexie 22). From the example one can also clearly see that he has man vs. man conflict with Jackson; he wants him to turn his life around even though he knows chances of that happening are very slim. He is static since he basically had been being nice to Jackson from beginning to end. He doesn’t show any of the following conflicts: man versus mother-nature, man versus physical environment. Officer Williams clearly shows man versus society since he is a police officer and has to detain people causing problems or help people in trouble like when he picked up Jackson to take him to detox. That is expected of him by society, but instead he lets him go. Officer Williams is clearly round and flat due to his characteristics leaning both ways.
Mary clearly shows signs of flatness in the story. She shows no signs of internal conflict affecting her. She is a static character who does not show any change throughout the story. Mary is stereotypical since she is the daughter of the owners; usually family business tends to stay within family employment-wise. Mary doesn’t seem to have complexity in her character; she simply stays simple through the story. Mary has man vs. man conflict with Jackson having to do with their relationship. “’I love you,’ I said when I handed her the money. ‘You always say you love me,’ she said. ‘That’s because I will always love you.’ ‘You are a sentimental fool.’ ‘I’m a romantic old man.’ ‘Too old for me’” (Alexie 17). Mary lacks all of these conflicts: man versus mother-nature, man versus physical environment, man versus self and man versus society. Mary clearly follows the checklist for flat characters.
The Pawnbroker from the story is both round and flat. He does have internal conflict because he wants to make his money back for the regalia, but he also wants Jackson to have it back since it’s part of his family. He is not stereotypical because most pawnbrokers are in for money while he is trying to be nice to Jackson and is willing to lose money for him. The pawnbroker does show signs of complexity in the business man aspect; he is a good one because in the beginning he was cutting a deal with Jackson but a bad one as well because he lost money when he decided to give him the regalia back. “He closed his eyes and thought harder about the possibilities. Then he stepped into the back room and returned with my grandmother’s regalia” (Alexie 28). He does not show signs of change since he has been nice to Jackson about the regalia since the beginning. “’Take it,’ he said, and held it out to me. ‘I don’t have the money.’ ‘I don’t want your money.’ ‘But I wanted to win it.’ ‘You did win it. Now take it before I change my mind’” (Alexie 28). The pawnbroker lacks these conflicts man: versus mother-nature and man versus physical environment. He did have man versus society conflict because he is expected to sell and buy items not knowing what origin they could have, like when Jackson spotted the regalia with his three friends and they all went in to convince the owner it was stolen. The pawnbroker also had man versus man with Junior who told him that the regalia was Jackson’s. The Pawnbroker clearly carries aspects of both flatness and roundness.
The Aleuts are clearly a group of flat and round characters. They have no internal conflict with themselves. They are very simplistic, never saying much and keeping to themselves most of the story. They are also stock characters; they don’t seem to hold much complexity, pretty much just standard characters. They are dynamic since they have been sitting on a bench for eleven years waiting for a boat, and they finally decide to head back another way. They also show man versus man conflict with Jackson when he asks they to sing and they refuse because some of the songs are only for Aleuts to hear. The Aleuts did have man versus environment mainly because they are not happy being stuck in Seattle and want to return home. “These Aleuts smelled like salmon, I thought, and they told me they were going to sit on that wooden bench until their boat came back” (Alexie 13). The Aleuts are clearly show signs of both round and flat characteristics based on analysis of them.
The plot of Alexie’s story is Jackson Jackson trying to buy back his grandmother’s regalia, which was stolen and ended up at a pawnshop. Primary conflict in the story is Jackson trying to purchase his grandmother’s stolen regalia which is resolved at the end of the story. The story is linear. Jackson clearly told his story in an orderly sequence with him occasionally telling a story about his past, which is easy to see when it happens. “When I was thirteen, my grandmother told me a story about the Second World War. She was a nurse at a military hospital in Sydney, Australia. For two years, she healed and comforted American and Australian soldiers” (Alexie 16).The story lacks suspense because of its predictability. Foreshadowing plays an important part to see what will probably happen to Jackson by the end of the story. Jackson spends money he gets for the regalia multiple times. “Rose of Sharon, Junior, and I carried our twenty-dollar bill and our five dollars in loose change over to the 7-Eleven and bought three bottles of imagination” (Alexie 12). From the first two times one can easily foreshadow he will keep spending money instead of saving for his goal, but you can also predict that he might get the regalia back for free since everybody was generous to him. This also makes the story predictable to some level. Alexie’s story has a determinate ending since the story ends with the original objective completed. Sherman Alexie’s What You Pawn, I will Redeem is clearly interpretive and escapist. Alexie is trying to clearly show how Native American life really is with his stories but also blending it with an escapist view.  
Clearly for Sherman Alexie’s What You Pawn I Will Redeem, interpretive and escapist aspects both play a role in creating this story. Alexie wrote a story that makes one think ,but also keeps the reader hooked. The steps of examining things like characters and plot help determine how a story in this case What You Pawn I Will Redeem is either interpretive, escapist or both.
